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25 KB 4 P Kt 4 ch
26
27
K takes P
KB 6

R takes P ch
BQ 5 mate !

With a cry of mingled rage and despair I sprang to my feet . With one fell sweep
of my arm I sent board and men flying into a corner of the room . Then seizing my
hat , rushed out and found my way to the nearest " pub," there to drown my sorrows
in the flowing bowl , and to swear by everything sacred that , for the remainder of my
natural life , I should touch a chess board - never again !

* * * * *

Ten years have come and gone since the episode related above , and Frank and I are
still firm friends . He married our heroine shortly after the occurrence , I officiating as1

his groomsman . I regret to add that the fair Rosalind has , contrary to all expecta-
tions , turned out a perfect termagant, and poor Frank is unhappily subjected to petti-
coat rule of the most stringent and despotic kind .
So I sit in my lodgings and smoke my pipe , and thank my lucky stars that I lost
that " Evans Gambit ."
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MY GAME WITH STRANGER .

BY JAMES PIERCE , M.A.

high time you dinner .""NOW,Samuel, it is binly si
x

d'Olock , and th
e

carriage is no
t

ordered before fi
v
e

minutes to seven . I can easily dress in twenty minutes . "

" Twenty fiddlesticks ! You talked the same nonsence the other evening , and the
result was that several o

f

the people arrived before you were down to receive them ,

and they were asking if you were suffering from your usual toothache , & c . , & c . Now ,

put up those wooden push pins at once , and come and dress . "

" Rebecca , this is a very critical position , and I must give it a little longer examina-
tion . If I leave it now , the flow of my ideas will " -

Crash ! Over went the men , with a laugh o
f

scorn from my better half .

"Call yourself a man ? You are little better than a Chess block . If you would con-
sider your position as my husband a little more , it would be better for you . Do you
know your wretched figure is getting quite bent through your always poring over that
board ? "

It was useless to argue with Beck when she was in one of these moods , so I put my
scattered men in the box . The study in question was an end game I was playing
with my friend Brown , by correspondence . Of course , I had a diagram o

f it , so no
harm was done . I resolved to comply with the wish o

f my fiery better half -dress
quickly —and I should still have time to complete my analysis before we had to depart .

I was soon duly equipped , and was once more in my study , while Rebecca was still
titivating , when suddenly the servant announced a visitor o

f

the name o
f

Graddle . I

could not remember any one o
f

this name , so I concluded that he must be a charity-
collector o

r subscription -author , o
r

one o
f

some such depressing function . I hastened

to confront him , and get the business over . A tall , sandy -haired man , with projecting
eyes and a very long nose , came forward . His voice was harsh , with an American
twang in it .

" I have taken the liberty of calling on you , Mr. Dummon , as I was passing through
your town , thinking we might have a friendly game o

f

Chess together . I have seen
some o

fyour games in the Chess Journal , and you probably have heard something o
f

me , though none o
f my games have been published . I have played several of the

best living players -not unsuccessfully . "66Really ! I have not the pleasure o
f knowing your name . Are you acquainted

with Shagger o
r

the great Blogg ? "66
Oh , yes . Played them both : the former gave me Pawn and two , and I beat him ;

Blogg I beat easily . Met Skatkreuntz a
t our club the other day , and managed to

draw on even terms . "

So he went on , and the more he boasted , the less I believed him . I longed to have

a game with him , to try his mettle , but now it wanted but twenty minutes to the time
for departure . If I could prove that he was a quack , how delightful , after these full-
blown wind -bags ; and if he beat me -well , it would b

e

n
o disgrace , after his victories

over Blogg and Co. He had mentioned , incidentally , that h
e was a quick player .

Some games have been played in less than twenty minutes -good ones , too . S
o I

said-
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" Mr. Graddle , unfortunately I am engaged out to dinner to -night , otherwise I
should have had great pleasure in playing a few games with you . In twenty minutesI have to leave , but I dare say in that time you will be able to polish me off."
He smiled, as much as to say, "I have no doubt of it ." and to it we fell straight-
way .
It was hammer and tongs at first , as the first eight moves were book ones on both
sides . He opened with an Evans , and , of course , secured a hot attack . I am not
going to give the game , as after-events drove it out of my mind . Suffice it that I
found him a fair third -rate player ; that is , one about my equal . I had managed to
ward o

ff the attack : we had changed several pieces . He had sacrificed a piece in

order to get his QB P safe to Queen . The following was the critical position :-
Black .-DUMMON (self ) .

to
8
0

4
0
1

D
C

+
0
1

D
C
D

1
0
0

" "

White .-GRADDLE .

To say the least , it looked very parlous for Black ; at the same time , White's King
was unpleasantly situated for him . Suddenly a brilliant idea occurred tome- " How
would it be to sacrifice the Kt by placing it at QB 4 ? Certainly he need not take it ;

but , if not , what can he do , as I threaten mate with the B at Q Kt 6 and Q 6 ? He
may take the K B with his Pawn , or move his Kt to Q Kt 4 , or take the Kt with Pawn
or Rook . Here were four modes o

f play to be considered . I was deep in the study

o
f

this , and had settled R takes Kt by 2 R to Q Kt 6 , mate following next move ; also

P takes Kt could be met by 2 P to Q 4 (ch ) , P takes P , followed by R checks a
t

QB 3 , & c . But how if 1 Kt Q Kt 4 ? I was bothering over this , and getting , truth to

tell , a little excited , o
r

else o
f

course I should have seen it at once , when a thundering
knock and ring announced , I knew , the arrival of the carriage . Immediately I heard
Mrs. Dummon's voice .

" Now , Samuel , where are you ? Where are you ? Quick ! quick ! the carriage is

here , and I am waiting . 99

"Coming , my dear , immediately .- (Confound it ! " I exclaimed , sotto voce . " Mrs.

D
. will pounce upon me in a minute , if I can't clench this business at once ; " ) so I

played Kt to QB 4 at a venture . He at once played Kt to Q Kt 4. I saw my way
clearly to mating after a few moments ' reflection , and was just moving B to Q 6 , when

in came Mrs. Dummon , full plumaged , and her eyes afire as the eagle's . But she saw
the stranger and forebore . I knew , however , that I was in for it later on ." "

Samuel , I am sure the gentleman will excuse you when he knows we are engaged
to dinner .

66Certainly , madam , " said Mr. Graddle , rising with a bow .

But I , knowing battle impended anyhow , and seeing that the game was won , begged
Mrs. D. to wait only one minute , and seat herself by the fire . We shall be in plenty
of time , Rebecca . "

" I shall seat myself in the carriage , Mr. Dummon , " she replied , and flounced out
with all her furbelows , flashing and waving fearful things .

I was so agitated that I played P to Q 4 ( ch ) , instead of B to Q 6 , thinking , I sup-
pose , that this latter move had been played . He at once took the Kt with his King ,

and rose , saying ,

"The game is mine , I think . "
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" Oh ! yes ," I moaned . " I resign , of course , but if you will just look at the posi-
tion again
" I am afraid ," said he , " we ought not to keep Mrs. Dummon waiting . I hope ,
some day , to give you your revenge . I have passed a very pleasant half -hour . Good
evening.'"Good evening."
He went his way .
there. Suffice it that I emerged a sadder , if not a wiser , man.

I got into the coach . I will not relate what monologue ensued

and except when

CHECKMATE !

ADOLPHUS O'GAMBIT , enthusiast

66

over the board , finds himself at a soirée , where the only available opponent is an
angular spinster of an uncertain age , who , though she knows many moves ," has
never yet effected a mate . Adolphus approaches her, and enquires if she will try a
game of Chess . " Oh , delighted !" she exclaims . They si

t

down , and the game
proceeds until a position occurs where , by a capture , checkmate can b

e

effected b
y

the
next move o

f

the lady's ; but she fails to see her opportunity , and moves another piece .

Adolphus draws an inspiration o
f

relief (interpreted by her for a sigh ) , and mutters
below his breath , "Why does she not mate ? " As she evidently hears him , he adds ,

impressively , " You know you can if you wish -take me ! " " I - I -have no objection
really " the fair one replies , affecting a pretty confusion , " and see , here is papa coming
this way - I'll introduce you . " Tableaux !

We tender our best thanks to Messrs . J. Russell , J. Pierce , M.A .. E. J. Line ,

T
.
B
.

Rowland . R
.

o
f

Roos , and Miss Beechey , for their contributions to this number .

* * *
Additional expense having been incurred with this number , the price o

f Single
Copies has been raised to 3d . *

A Chess column has just been started in the Matlock Register , and is under the
direction o

f

Miss F. F. Beechey . well known as a contributor tomany papers . and as a
successful problemist . A lady Chess Editor is certaiuly a novelty . and Miss Beechey

is to be congratulated on breaking the ice o
f this masculine convention . The column

is very entertaining , and under such an enthusiastic worker in the Chess field , is likely
to continue so . * * *
CORRECTION . — In our 2nd number , page 6 , it should be Russell beat Cheshire , and not
vice versa .

CHESS -NUTS , & c .

Why should total abstainers strongly approve o
f

the dummy pawn ? Because it

takes nothing .

Why are pawns in Problem No. 33 of the late Brighton Guardian Tourney like
Falstaffs Army ? Because they are black -guards .

When is a game like a Bank ? When you can give a check (cheque ) and draw .

When is a Problem like a badly managed ship ? When the men are upset by the
cook some go over -board , and there is not a mate to be found .

Why ought Irish ladies who are good housekeepers to be expert solvers of Chess
Problems ? Because they can readily find the key to the Mate ! * (Hibernian
pronounciation ) .

A gentlemen who keeps a record of the results of the games of our best local players
would like to know who it was the President of the Croydon Chess Club crossed pawns
with and vanquished so easily on his recent visit here . ( See the Croydon Guardian o

f

the 17th ult ) .


