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" Oh ! yes ," I moaned . " I resign , of course , but if you will just look at the posi-
tion again
" I am afraid ," said he , " we ought not to keep Mrs. Dummon waiting . I hope ,
some day , to give you your revenge . I have passed a very pleasant half -hour . Good
evening.'"Good evening."
He went his way .
there. Suffice it that I emerged a sadder , if not a wiser , man.

I got into the coach . I will not relate what monologue ensued

and except when

CHECKMATE !

ADOLPHUS O'GAMBIT , enthusiast

66

over the board , finds himself at a soirée , where the only available opponent is an
angular spinster of an uncertain age , who , though she knows many moves ," has
never yet effected a mate . Adolphus approaches her, and enquires if she will try a
game of Chess . " Oh , delighted !" she exclaims . They si

t

down , and the game
proceeds until a position occurs where , by a capture , checkmate can b
e

effected b
y

the
next move o
f

the lady's ; but she fails to see her opportunity , and moves another piece .

Adolphus draws an inspiration o
f

relief (interpreted by her for a sigh ) , and mutters
below his breath , "Why does she not mate ? " As she evidently hears him , he adds ,

impressively , " You know you can if you wish -take me ! " " I - I -have no objection
really " the fair one replies , affecting a pretty confusion , " and see , here is papa coming
this way - I'll introduce you . " Tableaux !

We tender our best thanks to Messrs . J. Russell , J. Pierce , M.A .. E. J. Line ,

T
.
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.

Rowland . R
.

o
f

Roos , and Miss Beechey , for their contributions to this number .

* * *
Additional expense having been incurred with this number , the price o

f Single
Copies has been raised to 3d . *

A Chess column has just been started in the Matlock Register , and is under the
direction o

f

Miss F. F. Beechey . well known as a contributor tomany papers . and as a

successful problemist . A lady Chess Editor is certaiuly a novelty . and Miss Beechey

is to be congratulated on breaking the ice o
f this masculine convention . The column

is very entertaining , and under such an enthusiastic worker in the Chess field , is likely
to continue so . * * *
CORRECTION . — In our 2nd number , page 6 , it should be Russell beat Cheshire , and not
vice versa .

CHESS -NUTS , & c .

Why should total abstainers strongly approve o
f

the dummy pawn ? Because it

takes nothing .

Why are pawns in Problem No. 33 of the late Brighton Guardian Tourney like
Falstaffs Army ? Because they are black -guards .

When is a game like a Bank ? When you can give a check (cheque ) and draw .

When is a Problem like a badly managed ship ? When the men are upset by the
cook some go over -board , and there is not a mate to be found .

Why ought Irish ladies who are good housekeepers to be expert solvers of Chess
Problems ? Because they can readily find the key to the Mate ! * (Hibernian
pronounciation ) .

A gentlemen who keeps a record of the results of the games of our best local players
would like to know who it was the President of the Croydon Chess Club crossed pawns
with and vanquished so easily on his recent visit here . ( See the Croydon Guardian o

f

the 17th ult ) .


