


F rt .JLROM Oriental kings to Che Guevara, chess
has fascinated the most exciting minds in his-
tory.So have dragons—images of power, luck,
and destruction. The Dragon Variation is
probably the most dangerous and enthralling
maneuver in the royal game of chess.

In this highly original and dramatic novel,
the reader doesn’t need to know a bishop
from a pawn to be held from first to last by
the story. In many ways a travel novel, the
book follows a peripatetic newspaper chess
correspondent as he moves back and forth
across the globe reporting on international
tournaments. Starting on the steps of the Blue
Mosque in Isfahan, he visits ten of the world’s
chess capitals, including Munich, Miami, Las
Vegas and Moscow, and in each one the city
comes alive as potently as San Francisco did in
the motion picture Bullitt, or New York in
Madigan.

The Dragon Variation is also a book about
people as much as it is about places. To be a
character in this novel, you have to have a
brain that can challenge and beat computers.
But even geniuses need to love as well as to
succeed, and Anthony Glyn explores the pri-
vate conflicts as well as the public battles in
the lives of these eggheads, who are quite sure
that the only important thing in the world
is chess. You—who may not even know the
moves of chess—will feel the same way.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































